
Independent
Learning

Websites Completion How to?

A guide to our online platforms.



Sparx Maths

How to use Sparx Maths

Please follow the four steps below to access Sparx Maths

1. Log into the computer and search for Sparx Maths in Google

https://sparxmaths.com

Set: Friday 
Due: Wednesday



Sparx Maths

2. Click on the first or second link and log in

You will then be brought to the ‘select your school’ 
page. 

Type The Hyndburn Academy into the search box in 
the middle to bring up our school. 

3. Log in with the Microsoft
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What exactly is Sparx Maths Homework? 

• Sparx homework is tailored to your child, and should offer them just the right level of 
challenge, based on the topics that their teacher has set. 

• Homework contains 3 elements: Compulsory, Optional and Target. 

• All questions in the Compulsory section must be answered correctly for the homework to 
be marked as complete. 

• Each task bar will show as green when fully complete. For the homework to be classed 
as complete, all task bars for that homework need to be fully green. The percentage of 
homework complete will show on the menu page: 

• Optional questions are at a similar level to Compulsory, and offer extra practice.

• Target questions have been designed to challenge your child. You will receive a 
link to a video in your parent email each week, to help you offer them support and 
encouragement with their Target homework

If a student receives too much assistance with their homework, Sparx may think they’re able to 
tackle more difficult questions and their work could get harder. To prevent this, always encourage 
them to attempt the question first and to watch the support video before getting help.
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Why are there bookwork checks, and how do they 
work? 

We believe that a good standard of bookwork is very important in helping students to embed good 
practice, and to help them and their teachers to keep track of any misconceptions. 

• In Sparx, every question is accompanied by a ‘bookwork code’. 

• Your child should write this down, and then write their workings and answer next to the 
code.

• When they are asked for the answer they gave for a particular bookwork code, they need 
to give the exact answer they wrote down, even if it was wrong. 

• Here’s an example of good bookwork; as you can see all workings and wrong answers 
have been recorded:

• If a student fails a bookwork check in Sparx, they will need to re-do the question, even 
if they originally gave the correct answer. This is to encourage them to record their 
workings. 

• The more bookwork checks your child gets correct, the fewer they’ll see. 



© Sparx Maths 2020 www.sparx.co.uk

How can I support my child when they’re stuck? 

• Even if your child thinks they will answer incorrectly, they should make the first attempt on
a question without assistance. This will enable the teacher to see what they are working
on, and also helps Sparx and School correctly determine their level.

• Each question is accompanied by a help video. Watching the video with your child is a
great way to support and encourage them with the question.

• If your child gets a question wrong three times, Sparx will suggest they seek help.

• The teacher will also be notified that they need help with this particular question.

• You can also contact the child’s teacher for help using the school’s normal communication
channels.

• To help the teacher, we recommend supporting your child in writing down their workings
clearly in their book. You can share this with the teacher to help them identify the
problem.

• Parents whose children have been set Compulsory homework will receive a weekly email
from Sparx, which includes an update on how much homework their child has completed
as well as any they have outstanding from the previous few weeks. Most importantly, the
email contains a link to a short video that parents can watch and use to help support their
child in answering one of their Target questions.

What happens if my child can’t complete their work? 

• If for some reason they cannot complete the work that has been set, you, or your child 
should contact their teacher and seek further advice. 

How can I check on my child’s progress? 

• Sparx provides teachers with data to help them make informed decisions on student
progress. We believe that the teacher is the expert on your child’s progress in Maths, and
therefore encourage you to get in touch with them if you would like an update.
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What is XP? 

• Sparx XP or ‘Experience Points’ is an effort based points system that schools can use to 
support and inform their own reward schemes.

• Students earn XP when they complete a task or win a reward game.

• Tasks from different homework types earn different numbers of points, for example 
students can earn more XP if they complete Optional and Target homework tasks 
compared with Compulsory ones.

• In lessons, all tasks are rewarded the same level of XP. 

• Students go up a Sparx level for every 10,000 XP they collect. They can be encouraged to 
increase their number of XP by completing all of their Optional and Target homework.

Questions with extended written answers 

• Some questions in Sparx can not be entered online, but should instead be written down 
for the teacher to check.

• Sparx will prompt the student to answer ‘I have done this’ for these questions, and 
teachers may follow up with them later.



Sparx Reader 

How to use Sparx Reader 

Please follow the four steps below to access Sparx Reader. 

1. Log into the computer and search for Sparx Reader in Google

https://sparxreader.com/ 

Set: Friday 3pm
Due: The following Friday at 3pm



Sparx Reader 

2. Click on the first or second link and log in

You will then be brought to the ‘select your school’ 
page. 

Type The Hyndburn Academy into the search box in 
the middle to bring up our school. 

3. Log in with the Microsoft



Sparx Reader 

4. The reading test / homework will be at the top

(where it says ‘current task’ on the screenshot below) 

Homework will be set on a Friday at 3pm and is due in on the following Friday. 

Getting Help 

If you have any further questions or concerns, please 

contact Miss H Braithwaite



Sparx Science 

How to use Sparx Science

Please follow the four steps below to access Sparx Science

1. Log into the computer and search for Sparx Science in Google

https://sparxscience.com/



Sparx Science 

2. Click on the first or second link and log in

You will then be brought to the ‘select your school’ 
page. 

Type The Hyndburn Academy into the search box in 
the middle to bring up our school. 

3. Log in with the Microsoft
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We are using the Free Student Portal 
and Student App. 

We’ve chosen Arbor to help us manage our school. 

Arbor is a simple, smart and cloud-based MIS (Management Information System), which helps us work 
faster, smarter and more collaboratively as a school. The Student App and Student Portal mean we can 
keep you informed about life at school in a much more accessible way. Log into Arbor to see and your  
information, get live updates on the go!

The Student Portal works on Google Chrome (computer or laptop) and you can download the Student 
App from the App Store or Google Play Store on your phone (Android 5.0; iOS 10.0 and upwards).

How to get started

1. Wait for your welcome email from us telling you Arbor is ready - you won’t be able to log in 
before

2. Click the link in your welcome email to set up your password

3. Go to the App or Google Play Store on your phone and search ‘Arbor’

4. Click ‘Install’ on Android or ‘Get’ on iPhone then open the App

5. Enter your email, select the school, then enter your password

6. Accept the Terms & Conditions

Need help using Arbor?

Please speak to a member of the Admin Team. 

Some tips to try:

1. Ensure your username is your school email address. Ask us to 
check the email address linked to your account.

2. Reset your password from the login page, or ask us to do this.

3. If the login email was sent to you more than 96 hours ago, the 
password link will have expired. Ask us to send it again.




